HISTORY OF UPPER ASSAM      CHAP.

present is the most widespread and numerous in the
Indo-Chinese Peninsula, being found from Assam to
Bankok and well into the Chinese Provinces of Yunnan
and Kwangsi. The cradle of this, as with all the races
in the Indo-Chinese Peninsula, is the region of the
head waters of the Irrawadi and other great rivers
in the mountainous region of north-eastern Thibet,

A SHAN MAN.

whence successive waves of emigration have popu-
lated the country far to the south. A French savant,
M. Terrien, places this race cradle in the Kiunlung
mountains north of Ssu-chuan, and is of opinion the
Shan migration began towards Siam about the end
of the fifth or beginning of the sixth century A.D.,
and that their earliest settlements lay in the Shweli